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Message from the Presiding Officers

Does the moment make the man or
does the man make the moment?

Scholars have debated this concept ever
since Plato first uttered the word “Republic”.
The concept is usually applied to larger than
life historical figures who arrive at turning
points in history and make fateful decisions.
We, of course, celebrate those whose deci-
sions were correct and led to profound
changes in their aftermath. 

Was it the decision of King Leonidas to
stand in the gap at Thermopylae that causes
us to make movies of him and his Spartans to
this day?  Or was he just thrust by fate into
the spotlight because the Persians decided
to invade Greece?  Or consider a more
modern figure, Winston Churchill.   Did the
momentous “Battle of Britain” thrust an
ordinary politician into the annuals of history?
Or did the indomitable spirit of one man
cause what should have been certain defeat
to become glorious victory?  We can debate
Admiral Chester Nimitz and the fateful battle
of Midway, President Truman and Hiroshima,
or any of a thousand such examples.  The
common thread in all such instances is a
man meeting his moment with courage and
conviction.  These men were able to motivate
and inspire their brethren to achieve what
was considered impossible by all others.
Most such men are crowned with the laurel
of victory, some, such as Leonidas, met with
defeat.  All echo through history as men to
admire and to emulate.  All meet their mo-
ment and leave their particular cause better
off for their efforts.

We, as Pennsylvania Freemasons, have
spoken for decades about the particular
challenges that face our fraternity as a whole
and our individual groups in particular.  

Certain pockets of Freemasonry around
the state have experienced a renaissance of
sorts through the tireless efforts of some
brethren. This renaissance began by focus-
ing on our core values and the basic building
blocks of our fraternity.  Once the foundation
was renewed, the fraternity flourished.  If you
have been fortunate enough to be a mason in
the Valley of Pittsburgh in particular, or the

Scottish Rite in Western Pennsylvania in
general, you are already familiar with the type
of renaissance we are speaking of.  If you are
a Pennsylvania Mason from another part of
the state, you are about to find out.  

On December 28, 2009, the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania installed as Grand Master
Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, the architect of our
Masonic renaissance.  

To the members of the Valley of Pittsburgh
he is our past Commander-in-Chief, our
Active, our native son.  He is, simply, the
most celebrated Freemason in Western
Pennsylvania.  

Brother Sturgeon is a motivator.  His
speech to the members of the Supreme
Council in Chicago was so electrifying that
scores of masons, from the entire Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction, sought him out to
pledge their support and renewed efforts in
their home valleys.  He has a natural gift for
inspiration, witness what he has wrought in
the Valley of Pittsburgh.  Tom Sturgeon has
demonstrated his courage at every level of
Freemasonry by challenging those who
would endorse the status quo to reach
beyond their “we never did it that way before”
attitude and rise to new heights.  No man
who has heard Brother Sturgeon speak can
deny the passion he has for our beloved
fraternity or the conviction with which he
presents it.  

Our Valley beams with pride and pledges
our loyalty to the newly elected R.W. Grand
Master.  Where he goes, we go, hand in hand
with unanimity.  Who dares doubt success
will crown our efforts?  

The officers and members of the Valley
know what the rest of Pennsylvania Freema-
sonry will soon learn.  Namely, that R.W.G.M.
Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, is a man of
courage and conviction, a man you will
admire and do well to emulate, a man who
will motivate and inspire you.  

We also know that Pennsylvania Free-
masonry has arrived at a turning point in her
history.  The fates have presented us with our
moment . . . you have just the man to meet it.  
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George W. Polnar, 32°
Thrice Potent Master
Gourgas Lodge of Perfection

Patrick G. Blackwell, 33°
Commander-in-Chief
Pennsylvania Consistory

James R. Flanigan, 32°
Most Wise Master
Pittsburgh Chapter of Rose Croix

William O. Chishko, 32°
Sovereign Prince
Pittsburgh Council of Princes
of Jerusalem

Spes Mea In Deo Est

21st Century Masonic Renaissance

Going Hand in Hand with Unanimity!
































