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The
Birthday

of the

Stars and Stripes

‘Tis the
Star
Spangled
Banner,
Oh, long
may it
wave,
O’er the
Land of the
Free and
the Home
of the
Brave!
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In Memoriam
May it be his portion to hear from Him 

who sitteth as the Judge Supreme

“Well Done, Good and Faithful Brother”
Since our last issue, the following brethren have been called home.

Carl P Allison
Raymond M Alsnauer
Clinton L Altpater
Kenneth F Andrew
Galard M Arvin
June Earl Austin
Raymond D Beaver
Joseph E Boyd
John A Brownlee Jr.
Vaughn M Campbell
George W Campbell
Ross C Chick
John L Cramer
John W Culp Jr.
Samuel C Davis, MSA
William S Farmer Sr.
John A Foster Jr.
Frank J Franci
Robert C Gill
Herbert B Groetzinger, MSA
Robert E Harper
John C Herrington
Carle F Herwick
Walter H Horton
John C Huber
William D Jackson

Donald G Kaercher
William C Keating
Thomas R Kerrigan
Patrick B Knight
Paul N Kuzmich
William H Latimer Jr.
David H Lindberg
Stephen R Lipa II
Robert J Long
Edward J Marshall
George R Mattes
John S Maxwell
Harry R McLaughlin
George B McLaughlin
Gerald W Means
Michael L Merlo II
Barry G Minnicks Sr.
Jack R Moon
Thomas L Moore Jr.
Joseph D Naughton
George E Newton
Dale W Peters
Sidney B Plummer
Forrest S Pyle

Ronald C Rogers
Ardenne A Rohrer
Paul H Ross
Walter T Runkle
Charles H Scott Jr.
Herbert W Scott
Gregory K Scruppi
Gerald J Skena
John A Smith
Gene E Snyder
William G Stansell Jr.
Kenneth B Steffey
Rupert H Stitt
Neil C Swope
Howard L Vates
John A Vogel
Charles L Wallace
William F Ward
George F Weinert
Wilson P Weissert
William J Wells
Paul L Wells
William K Wiegman
Joel L Williamson
Matt C Williamson
Abijah F Willis

In Loving Memory

G

Boys and girls, I have been listening
to you recite the Pledge of Allegiance

all semester and it appears that it has
become monotonous to you or could it be
you do not know the meaning of those
words. If I may, I would like to recite the
Pledge and give to you a definition of the
words.
I – meaning me, an individual, a committee

of one.
Pledge – dedicate all of my worldly goods

to give without self pity.
Allegiance – my love and my devotion.
To the Flag – our standard, Old Glory, a

symbol of freedom. Wherever she waves,
there is respect because your loyalty has
given her a dignity that shouts freedom is
everybody's job.

Of the United – that means that we have
all come together.
States – individual communities that have

united into 48 great states. 48 individual
communities with pride and dignity and pur-
pose, all divided with imaginary boundaries,
yet united to a common cause, and that's
love of country.
Of America. And to the Republic – a     re-
public, a state in which sovereign power is
invested in representatives chosen by the
people to govern. And government is the
people and it's from the people to the lead-
ers, not from the leaders to the people.
For which it stands! One nation – mean-
ing, so blessed by God.
Indivisible – incapable of being divided.
With Liberty – which is freedom and the

right of power to live one's life without
threats or fear or any sort of retaliation.
And justice – The principle and quality of

dealing fairly with others.
For all. – which means, boys and girls, it's

as much your country as it is mine."
Since I was a small boy, two states have

been added to our nation, and two words
have been added to the Pledge of Alle-
giance "under God." Wouldn't it be a pity if
someone said, "That's a prayer" and that
would be eliminated from schools, too?  v

Ed. Note:  Ill. Brother Skelton was raised a
Master Mason in 1939 at Vincennes Lodge No.
1, Vincennes, Indiana, and became a Scottish
Rite Mason in the Valley of Evansville a year
later.  He received the 33° in 1969.

“

About the Cover
The June Cover features a salute

to the Flag of our Country.  The art
work is part of a Flag Day cover
produced for the June 14, 1917
celebration of the 140th Flag Day.  

Bro. William T. Kerr, born in Pitts-
burgh on September 15, 1868 and
resided in Rennerdale, PA for a

number of years, founded the American Flag Day
Association of Western Pennsylvania in 1888,
and became that organization's national chair-
man one year later, serving as such for fifty
years.  Bro. Kerr had, with other Masons, for
more than a half century, appealed to every
United States President from McKinley to Truman.
He lead rallies and continually promoted the idea
of a special day to honor “Old Glory.” 

He attended President Harry S. Truman's
1949 signing of the Act of Congress that formally
established the observance of Flag Day as June
14. Kerr died in 1953 but left his brethren and the
nation this legacy, now the law of the land.   v

Robert V Sandusky, 33º














































