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Samuel & Judy            Thomas & Joan             Kurt & Nancy               Gregory Triko        George & Norma
Spanos                         Sturgeon                       Tesche                                                            Vance

The men and organizations pictured to
the right are those who have made a

$10,000 or more commitment to support the
Valley of Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center
Endowment Fund.

As Freemasons, we have always been
benevolent and charitable.  For Scottish Rite
Masons, our Charity is to teach children with
dyslexia how to read. It is important in giving
them social confidence. 

The teaching method is the Orton-Gilling-
ham program.  It is a one tutor  – one student
ratio. This method is very expensive but
extremely effective. It costs approximately
$5,000 a year for each child.  Our goal is to
raise $2,500,000 to endow the Children’s
Dyslexia Center for the future.

To make it easier to make this commitment,
you can spread out your $10,000 donation
over a ten year period.  Call Bro. Ray Dietz,
33°, at 412-369-9500 for information. The
future of our children is our most important
mission.  I encourage each of you to have your
picture on this page and be a BUILDER of this
Masonic benevolence. 

Your donation is tax-deductible. 

Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°

Active Member of Supreme Council
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Builders Council Enrollment Form

I pledge the sum of: ❑ $10,000      ❑ $15,000   

❑ $20,000      ❑ $25,000  

With payments in equal installments over a period of:  

❑ 3 years        ❑ 5 years        ❑ 10 years. 

This pledge will be payable: ❑ Annually 

❑ Semi-annually  ❑ Quarterly  ❑ *Monthly 

*Monthly payments may be made only by credit card.

First payment  of $                         is enclosed.

Deduct my pledge from my credit card when due:

❑ MasterCard       ❑ Visa       ❑ American Express

❑ Discover      ❑ Other                              . 

Number                                    Exp. date                     

Name you would prefer in recognition:

                                                                                     

❑ This gift is anonymous.

Signature                                                                       

Name                                                                            

Address                                                                         

City                                      State       Zip                   

Ph. (        )                              Date                            

Mail to: Builders Council, 3579 Masonic Way, 
Pittsburgh, PA  15237-2700.

Teaching children with dyslexia 
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to read – one child at a time!
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Don & Ginny       Joseph A Schrock, Jr.      James W. Seel               William Shaw            William Slater II
Sauer

Mario & Linda               Bill & Heather          Raymond & Lynn          James Ecker &            Robert Eckbreth
DeBlasio                Dickey                       Dietz                      Donna Murtha

Leland A. Hale, Jr.          Jeff & Lauren         Eugene F. Hlavac, Jr.           Robert & P.J.                Paul & Penny
Heiger                                                            Jones                            Kappel

Roy & Sara Jane           Jay & Joanne               Glenn & Mary               Jack & Carol            Donald & Barbara
McCullough                   McElravy                      Miller                         Miller           Murphy

James & Annetta             James & Jill               Jeff & Karen
West                                West                           Wonderling

"In helping others, we shall help ourselves,
for whatever good we give out completes the
circle and comes back to us."   Flora Edwards

The season’s wheel will soon be turning
to autumn.  Local schools are back in

session and warm summer days will quickly be
giving way to frosty mornings. The forty stu-
dents and tutors at our Learning Center will
also be  returning to start another year learning
new strategies to overcome their struggles with
reading and dyslexia.  

The Scottish Rite Masons in our Valley of
Pittsburgh have been so generous in their
support of our Children’s Dyslexia Center.
Thank you!! Whether by sending in a donation
along with your dues, joining the Builder’s
Council, buying a Hiram’s Riders raffle ticket, or
bringing a group to participate in the annual
Walk-A-Thon, you have been going out of your
way to do something to help Western Pennsyl-
vania kids have the future that dyslexia was
trying to deny.  Please keep up the good work!!

You can also help in another important way.
You can ask a Brother Master Mason to join the
Scottish Rite and be a part of this special frater-
nity that not only enlightens and broadens a
brother’s Masonic education, but also contri-
butes to one of its most meaningful and impor-
tant charities.

Note: The Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC) is an agency within the federal govern-
ment whose purpose is to raise money for
charities.  Last year, federal employees in
Western Pennsylvania contributed over 1.2
million dollars to various charities.  We have
been designated as an approved charity for the
2011 federal campaign.  Any federal employee
(IRS, Postal Service, Military, VA Hospitals,
etc.) can contribute through this charitable
program.  If you are a federal employee, or
know someone who is a federal employee,
please ask for their consideration in making a
donation to the Children’s Dyslexia Center.  Our
official CDC Federal Charity Number is 38082.
The campaign for collecting contributions
through the CDC is limited to October 1 through
December 15, 2011. Any questions regarding
the CFC campaign please call the Valley Office
at 412-939-3579.

Thanks again for your continued support.
Every day, the members of the Scottish Rite
make a difference in the lives of kids with
dyslexia.

Fraternally and with God’s Blessings,

Richard A. Rodibaugh, 33°, Chairman
Learning Center Board of Governors

www.childrenslearningcenters.org
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In This Issue

The June meeting was the last
stated meeting of the 2010-

2011 Scottish Rite Year. It was a sad
evening and it was a happy evening.
It was sad because  three  of our pre-
siding officers were leaving their of-
fice.  David W. Morgans, 32°; David
E. Kearns, 32°; and Jeff A. Biddle, 32°
have now become past presiding offi-
cers.  They were very instrumental in
leading the Valley into the twenty-first
century.  

It was a happy day because Bros.
Douglas L. Heinz, 32°; Robert E.
Holderbaum, 32°; and A. William
Kiehl, 32° are now presiding officers.
They have a bright outlook and are
making plans to improve the Valley.
The evening was made even more
delightful because Ill. Russell W.
Baker, 33°, now the Deputy for Penn-
sylvania, agreed to travel to Pitts-
burgh and install our officers.

The Entertainment Committee
consisting of Robert Addleman, 33°;
and Anthony Gennaccaro, 33° con-
tinue to provide good entertainment
for the Valley - not only at the stated
meetings but also at the special
events.  We again attended two ball
games:  the Pirates and the Wild
things.  The tailgate partys were ex-
ceptional. The games, especially the
one with the Pirates were very excit-
ing.  It was not decided until the last
inning.  I encourage everyone to
attend our events.

This year I was able to represent
the Valley in two parades:  one in
Canonsburg and the other in Oil City.
Our Grand Master was also in these
parades.

The Council of Deliberation was

Ill. John A. Habel, 33°

G

interesting.  Brothers Robert A. John-
ston, 32° and Don M. Cummins, 32°
received the Masonic Service Award
(MSA).  Next year Brothers Vincent G.
Monardo, 32° and Edward J. Smith,
32° will receive it.

This August the Valley again joined
with Syria Shrine in a picnic at Kenny-
wood.  I marched beside the Poten-
tate, George Polnar, 33°, leading the
parade through the park.  What a thrill.

In August I attended Supreme
Council.  It is always a delight to see
my friends from the Valleys receive the
thirty third degree and to hear the
names of those to receive it next year
announced.  Our active, Ill. Thomas K.
Sturgeon, 33° amazes me in how he
takes care of this Valley as well as the
Valley of Uniontown.  I might add there
was another pleasure.  Our Valley won
the award for best publication in Cate-
gory 5.  Congratulations Ill. D. William
Roberts, 33° on a job well done. 

The Octoberfest is coming October
6th.  As usually, I will be there.  Please
join me.  It is an evening of fun.

On Saturday, October 8th is our
Walk-A-Thon.  I will be walking again.
I had to take some PT over the sum-
mer, but I can walk 5K.  How about
you, and perhaps your team, walk?
Join team Habel, or team Austin.  Oh,
we have this friendly competition as to
who can raise more money.  It does
not matter who wins that competition,
it matters that our students win.

Don’t miss the 32nd Degree at the
Reunion this November.  Ill. Bro.
Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33° is coming
out of retirement to do the part of
Constans - which he made famous.

Happy Halloween to everyone!  v
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In Memoriam

“Well Done, Good and Faithful Brother”
Since our last issue, the following brethren have been called home.

John M Allan
Toy A  Autry
Donald W Backstrom
James C Bauman Jr.
Charles R Boal
Russell J Bonarrigo
S Robert Boughter
George A Brigode
James R Clark
Thomas G Clark
Henry C Corson
Robert L Cotter
Thomas H Craig Jr.
John E Cronenweth Jr.
George H Culley II
Richard B Davidson
Wayne E Delchambre
Charles E Dimmick
Berlie E Dishong
Donald K Drinkhall
Joseph P Easha Jr.
Howard W Edgar
Carl A Erickson Jr.
James I Fox
J Donald Furlong
Regis D Gartland
Richard W Gipson
Willis E Gorr

Elmer G Grant Jr
George I Green
James R Hammaker
William R Haymaker
Shirl W Headlee
George S Hengst
Arthur B Hill
Burton L Hirsch
Charles L Isenberg
Louis E James Jr.
George L Jones Jr.
Elmer A Kalman
Ernest L Keck
James W Lane
William H Lang
Vernon H Lower
Daniel Martich
Albert McBride Jr.
Olen S McCutcheon
Robert W Mcdonald
John S McFeaters
Robert G McMahon
Thomas S McSweeny
James P Miller Jr.
Kenneth M Newell
Ronald E Park
Gary D Penrod
Harry J Phillips Jr.

Daniel E Price Jr.
Norman G Prycl
James B Redd
Albert F Reed
Willis E Ridgway
Daniel A Rose
Robert L Rose
Raymond W Roth
John U Russell Jr.
Charles A Schumacher
Norman C Schwotzer
Gerald R Showman
William A Simpson Jr.
Robert L Sisson
Norman A Snyder
Russell B Snyder
Clarence H Sonderman
William H Stimmel
James A Storer Sr.
Thomas P Stout
Claude A Street Jr.
George F Thiers
Anthony Tomazin
John J Trautman
Jacob E Trout
Arnold E Wade
Robert F Weiss
George C Zimmer
Adren U Ziringer Jr.

In Loving Memory

G

T.T.G.O.T.G.A.O.T.U.

Thursday, Nov, 3, 2011

7:30 p.m.

STATED MEETING

OF THE FOUR

COORDINATE BODIES

A Stated Meeting of the Four Coor-
dinate Bodies of the Ancient  Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in the
Valley of Pittsburgh, PA will be held at
the Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center
on Thursday, Nov. 3, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.  

Business will be transacted in the
Lodge of Perfection 14°; Council of
Princes of Jerusalem 16°, Chapter of
Rose Croix 18° and Consistory 32°.

Officers of Pennsylvania Council
Princes of Jerusalem will preside.

2nd Stated Meeting
of the 2011 - 2012 
Scottish Rite Year

H Ladies & Children Invited

H Entertainment 

The Holidays
an oldies show band   

begins at 7:00 p.m.

H Enjoy a Fellowship Dinner

before the meeting!  

$10.00
Served from 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Please make Reservations 

412-939-3579

John A. Habel, Jr., 33°
Commander-in-Chief

A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32°
Most Wise Master

Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°
Sovereign Prince 

Douglas L. Heinz, 32°

Thrice Potent Master

ATTEST:

Donald M. Murphy, 33° 

Secretary

The cover features the Valley presiding officers for 2011 - 2012 from atop Mt.
Washington.  From left to right are:  Bro. John A. Habel, Jr., 33°, Commander-in-

Chief, Bro. A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32°, Most Wise Master, Bro. Robert E. Holderbaum,
Jr., 32°, Sovereign Prince, and Bro. Douglas L. Heinz, 32°, Thrice Potent Master.

Other elected officers of the Valley include, Bro. D. William Roberts, 33°, Treasurer,
Bro. Donald M. Murphy, 33°, Secretary, and Bro. Vito A. Urso, 33°, Hospitaler.

A complete listing of all Valley officers, including appointed line officers, and
Trustees, are listed on page 23. 

Get to know your officers, attend the events and meetings of the Valley.  There are
five Stated Meetings and an average of a social event once a month.

If you would like to volunteer to serve on one of the committees of the Valley, call
412-939-3579 for information and assistance.  If you are a motorcyclist you might be
interested in Hiram’s Riders. If you are a U.S. Veteran, you can join the Legion of
Honor.  There is something for you in the Valley of Pittsburgh.  ASK!

May it be his portion to hear from Him 

who sitteth as the Judge Supreme

ABOUT THE COVER –
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Hiram’s Riders Raise

$25,000 for Valley 

Children’s Dyslexia

Center Endowment Fund

Hiram’s Riders Motorcycle Club of
the Valley of Pittsburgh was or-

ganized in January of 2006. 
The purpose of the Club is to bring

together Scottish Rite 32° Masons that
have a common interest in motorcycle
riding, motorcycle safety, promoting good
fellowship and brotherhood, and encour-
aging membership in Freemasonry and
the Valley of Pittsburgh.  

The objective of Hiram’s Riders is to
support the Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia
Center, a not for profit 501 (c) (3) organi-
zation.

September 5, 2011 marked the sixth
annual fund drive and again raised
$25,000 for the Learning Center’s Endow-
ment Fund.  Total contributions in the six
year period now total $150,000.

This was accomplished by a great
team of hard working, dedicated Masons
who went hand-in-hand with unanimity of
purpose and success crowned their ef-
forts – selling 5,000 raffle tickets on a
2011 Harley-Davidson Electra Glide Clas-
sic motorcycle with a matching trailer built
by Adventure Sports Products.

The winner of the raffle, which was
based on the four digit Pennsylvania Lot-
tery number on Labor Day, September 5
(evening number was 9331), was Bro.
Jeff Hawkins, pictured above with Gatto
Harley-Davidson owner Bro. George
Gatto, presenting him with the keys to his
new motorcycle. Bro. Mark Bliler, Past
President and Fundraiser Co-Chairman
along with Bro. Darin Pizer, assisted in
the ceremony.

There were 41 club members, 9 inter-
ested Masons, 4 business organizations
and six special events responsible for
selling the 5,000 tickets.   

More than a simple ‘Thank You’ for a

job well done needs to be expressed to
the all those listed below:  

The 41 club members:
Mark Bliler, Paul Kauffman, Joe Betz,

Rick Cross, George Dering, Paul Seufert,
Paul Thomas, Howard Creese, Mark Mc-
Nally, Pete Smolter, Tim Warco, John
Yates, Ralph Gronlund, Rich Rodebaugh,
Howard Goldman, Keith Caito, Emery
Anden, Rob Barth, Bruce Baumgartner,
Gary Danley, David Firda, William G.
Johnston, Alex Kustra, Jack Lininger,
Robert McKivitz, Dan Price, William
Roberts, Dale Smith, Dick Stemmler,
Andy Talento, Alex Walters, Chuck Wal-
lace, Dean Williams, Bob Dering, Mark
Giles, Sam Spanos, Glen Lowery, Jim
West, Doug Heinz, William Moore, Bob
Dingel. (names listed in order of number
of tickets sold)  The top three sellers
were: Mark Bliler with a total of 234
followed by Paul Kauffman with 150 and
Joe Betz with 100.

The 4 Business Organizations: 
Washington Co. Fair, Knickerbocker

Russell Co., Pittsburgh Boat Show, Pitts-
burgh RV Show. 

The 9 interested Scottish Rite mem-
bers, not members of Hiram’s Riders:

Joseph Veranese, Darin Pizer, Richard
Roell, Charles Bombich, Sam Truxel, Turk
Turkovsky, Bob Lorenz, Fred Donatelli,
Arnold Zlotnik.

Special Event Organizations:
The Blue Ride, Meeting in the Hills,

Shrine Gun Bash, 4th of July Parade and
Masonic Picnic at Kennywood each
added over 100 sales each to the sale.

There were a total of 423 mail orders
received from around the country.

2012 Raffle for Charity
The 2012 motorcycle raffle is currently

in the planning stages.  Anyone interested
in being a part of Hiram’s Riders annual
fund raising project (They can use all the
‘sellers’ they can get) should contact the
Club secretary,  Bro. D. William Roberts,
at 412-683-0359 or by e-mail,
dwr47@verizon.net.  Watch the Rite
News for details.

Would you like to belong to Hiram’s
Riders?  There are now 132 members.
Write to the Secretary for an application –
Bro. D. William Roberts, 5415 Fifth Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15232. v 

People are like motorcycles, each is
customized a little bit differently.

Bro Mason from Wellsburg, WV Wins Motorcycle Raffle

Bro. George Gatto, owner of Gatto Harley Davidson in Tarentum, PA, presents the keys to the
2011 Electra Glide Classic Motorcycle to Bro. Jeff Hawkins of Wellsburg, WV, holder of the
winning ticket, as Bro. Darin Pizer, far left, seller of the winning ticket and Mark Bliler, far right,
Co-Chairman of the annual Fundraiser look on. 
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The 2011-2012
Scottish Rite year

is off to a great start.  The
officers have been working
to make this a notable
year in the Valley.  

The September Stated
Meeting was very well
attended.  We announced
seven new nominations for the 33rd degree
which will be conferred in Cleveland next
August.  As usual, we had good entertain-
ment for those in attendance.  

We have several events coming up this
fall.  First, we have the annual Dyslexia Walk-
a-thon.  The Valley would appreciate all of its
members helping out in some way.  There
are many opportunities to help support our
Learning Center:  

(1) Participate in the walk yourself. 

(2) Come out and help with the organiza-

tional aspect.
(3) Make a donation of merchandise.
(4) Support the cause with a donation.  

If you need additional information or want
to volunteer, please contact Barb Murphy at
412-931-3181.   

If you are a federal employee another new
way to help the Learning Center is thru the
CFC (Combined Federal Campaign).  Simply
designate your donation to #38082 during the
campaign.  Ask your co-workers to do the
same.  Any help you can offer would be
greatly appreciated.

Our fall class will be held on November 18
and 19, 2011.  Ill. Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33º,
Right Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in
Pennsylvania and Past Commander-in-Chief,
will participate in the 31st degree.  

Have you signed a petition for the class?
This would be a great opportunity.  As with all
organizations, the future depends on new
members. The only requirement is that the
man be a master mason.  On page 15 of this
Rite News you will find a copy of our petition.
Do your part and find a new member for the
Valley.    

The Valley Christmas Luncheon and the
Children’s Christmas Party are very popular
events.  The Holiday information is listed on
page 22.  So don’t forget to make plans and
make your reservations early.

Hiram’s Riders Christmas Luncheon is
also fast becoming another popular Christ-

From the 
Secretary’s Desk
Donald M. Murphy, 33°, Secretary

mas function.  The food at Grant’s
Lounge and Grill is very good and
plentiful.  Give it a try this year.  But
here again, make your reservations
early to avoid disappointment.

As secretary, I want to thank all the
members who have sent dues pay-
ments.  The system seems to be work-
ing much better this year.  Members
who have not yet sent their 2011-2012
payments are encouraged to so soon.
Don’t forget to include your Learning
Center donations. 

Hiram’s Riders is getting their mo-
torcycle raffle tickets ready early this
year for sale as Christmas card stuffers
and Christmas stocking stuffers.  Send
your check, payable to Hiram’s Riders,
NOW – $10.00 each – and the tickets
will be mailed to you as soon as they

Don’t M
iss It!

  C
all 412-939-3579

H Authentic German Buffet Dinner
H Music by the Barons
H Imported German Draft Beer
H Tables of eight available
H Reservations – 412-939-3579 

Tables of 6
 & 8 availa

ble

Thursday, October 6
Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

sponsored by the Valley of Pittsburgh

O
kt

ob
er

fe
st

Okto
ber

fes
t

$25.
per

person

are ready.  I hear that it is going to be a
red Harley-Davidson motorcycle with a
matching ‘red’ trailer for 2012.  If you
don’t want the motorcycle there is the 
option of a cash payout.   

The Scottish Rite office is open from
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each weekday and
we encourage our members to call with
any questions or concerns.  If you have
an email address, we can send you a 
notice of upcoming events in the Valley.
Simply send the office a message at:
aasr.pittsburgh@comcast.net and ask to
be placed on the email list.  

Also, please remember to make your
reservations for our events early.  We
hate to turn anyone away but sometimes
tickets are a sell out or we must submit
meal counts by a certain date.  In these
cases we have no choice.  v
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Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite

Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A.

Valley of Pittsburgh
D. William Roberts, 33°, editor

for

Best Publication - Category V
(Valleys with membership more than 5,000 members)

Sovereign Grand Commander

Rite News Receives 

Bro. Franklin Award for Excellence

Supreme Council, 33°

In recognition of publication excellence

for 2010-11

this award is presented to

The Scottish Rite 

Builders Council

"What's the purpose of the Builders Council?"

The Pittsburgh Builders Council is a way that the
Valley recognizes its members and friends for their
commitment to our Learning Center Endowment Fund
through a bequest or planned gift. The Council gives
members an opportunity to know how much we appre-
ciate their commitment. It also highlights the humani-
tarian work of our Learning Center and dramatizes the
role of individuals in helping to make life better for others.

"Is the Builders Council only for members of the

Valley of Pittsburgh?" 

Symbolizing the Valley’s dedication to charity, the
Builders Council includes family members and other
friends, as well as members of the Scottish Rite.

"Do I qualify for Builders Council membership if 
I've already made provisions for a gift to another
Scottish Rite charity?" 

Yes. Hundreds of members have expressed their
dedication to the Scottish Rite and its charitable com-
mitments through a bequest, participation in the pooled
income fund, or another type of planned gift.

The Builders Council's goal is to celebrate the
generosity of everyone who shares a vision of providing
for the Pittsburgh Dyslexia Center for Children charity
through a planned gift or bequest.

"What types of gifts qualify for Builders Council
membership?" 

Here are just a few of many possibilities:

Bequest of a specific property or amount
Bequest of a percentage of an estate
Bequest of residue of an estate
Bequests using various charitable trusts
Gifts that provide life income including annuities
Naming the Builder’s Council charity as beneficiary

of a life insurance policy or pension plan

"What are the tax benefits in giving to a Scottish
Rite charity?" 

There can be significant tax advantages in contribut-
ing to the Valley of Pittsburgh Builders Council, depend-
ing on your individual situation. 

We encourage you to confer with your financial ad-
visor and then contact Bro. Raymond T. Dietz, 33°, at
412-369-9500.

We look forward to your becoming a member of the
Valley of Pittsburgh Builders Council that supports the
establishment of an endowment fund to subsidize the
Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center. v

Popular Oldies Band Booked for     

Valley Stated Meeting - November 3rd

Here’s an idea worth pursuing.  A kick-off Pre-Holiday Party!
Invite a group of your friends to a pre-holiday dinner party,

including entertainment, at the Masonic Center.  It will cost you $10.00
per person. You get a full course meal (including dessert) and a first
class stage show.  That’s a bargain!  No! That’s a steal!  Where else in
Pittsburgh could you entertain a party of eight for $80.00?  No where!
We’re only suggesting a party of eight as that’s the number of seats at
a table.  And, how appropriate, the name of the after dinner entertain-
ment group is, The Holidays  – an oldies group that will be the perfect
kick-off to the Holiday Season of Thanksgiving and Christmas.

If you want to go to the Stated Meeting, you can depart your party
for an hour.  Or if you want to stay and enjoy the show, do so.  It’s your
call, why not come out and try it?  Call 412-939-3579 for reservations.

The Holidays



Brethren welcome to
the 2011 – 2012

Scottish Rite year. The
executive committee along
with the entertainment
committee has planned
what we hope you will find
to be an interesting year.
We have attempted to

broaden the variety of entertainment you will
have the opportunity to see this year at each
stated meeting. 

We invite each of you to come out to the
stated meetings and see what the Valley of
Pittsburgh is doing for you. There is a dinner
prior to the meeting which starts at 6:00 p.m.
The cost of the dinner is only $10.00 per
person. The entertainment starts at 7:00 p.m,
with the stated meeting starting at 7:30 p.m.

You are always more than welcome to in-
vite your family and friends out for the dinner
and entertainment. Where else can you go
out for dinner and see a show for $10.00 per
person?

If you do not wish to attend the stated
meeting feel free to stay in the auditorium
and enjoy the entertainment with your family
and friends. After the meeting is over we will
be back to join you for the remainder of the
entertainment and fellowship after the show
is over.

We look forward to seeing you at the
stated meetings this year.  v

Spes Mea In Deo Est
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A Message from the

Thrice Potent Master

Douglas L. Heinz, 32°

DO WE HAVE

YOUR EMAIL

ADDRESS?

Send us an email at:

aasrpittsburgh@comcast.net

WALK-A -THON
TO HELP CHILDREN WITH DYSLEXIA

ATTEND THE VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH

Saturday, October 8 - Rain or Shine

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

The Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia
Center has been approved by the

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) as a
recognized charity for Federal Employee
charitable contributions. 

CFC is the world's largest and most
successful annual workplace charity cam-
paign, with more than 200 CFC cam-
paigns throughout the country and
internationally to help to raise millions of
dollars each year. 

Pledges made by Federal civilian,
postal, and military donors during the
campaign season (September 1st to
December 15th) support eligible non-
profit organizations that provide health
and human service benefits throughout
the world. 

The mission of the CFC is to promote
and support philanthropy through a pro-
gram that is employee focused, cost
efficient, and effective in providing all
federal employees the opportunity to
improve the quality of life for all.

To request a CFC pledge form, contact

your local CFC office or CFC Operations
at cfc@opm.gov. The Campaign Locator
will assist you in identifying the CFC
office where your official duty station is
located.

This website will be of interest to any-
one interested in workplace giving. It is
tailored to meet the particular needs of
the Federal donor, CFC Campaigns, and
charities participating in or considering
participation in the CFC.  

The Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia
Center’s CDC Federal Charity Number
is 38082. The annual campaign for col-
lecting contributions through the CDC
program runs from September 1 through
December 15, 2011.

If you are a Federal Employee please
consider the Valley of Pittsburgh Chil-
dren’s Dyslexia Center as one of the
recipients for your charitable gift giving.
Or if you know a Federal Employee
please advise them that the Dyslexia
Center in Pittsburgh has been approved
to receive donations. v

Combined Federal Campaign

Learning Center approved for Federal Employee Giving  

Registration begins: 8:30 a.m.

Donation:  $25.

Walk begins:  10:00 a.m. to Noon

13 laps around the GPMC.

Chinese Auction & 50/50 Raffle

An outstanding array of items nicely
displayed in the GPMC banquet room.
Enter to win. 50/50 raffle drawing at
end of Walk-A-Thon.  Purchase a ticket.

Enjoy a Hot Dog and a Brownie

Hot Dogs for only a $1.00.  

The delicious Brownie’s are FREE.

Enjoy the Clowns of Syria.

Hiram’s Riders Motorcycle Show.
Vote for your favorite “best of show”

Motorcycle. (weather permitting)

For questions and 

additional information,

Call Eric Cohen,
Chairman

412-803-3742.

Come at 9:00 a.m.

Enjoy the morning!



The Masons of  Washington/Greene County
James R. Flanigan, District Deputy Grand Master, 29th Masonic District

invite you and your lady to attend

A MASONIC TRIBUTE DINNER
in honor ofG

Make Reservations NOW!

Enclosed is my check payable to Masonic Tribute Dinner 

in the amount of $                       for            reservations.

Name                                                                                                       

Address                                                                                                    

City                                                 State          Zip                               

Ph. (      )                           E-Mail                                                         

Mail to: Washington Lodge No. 164, 44 W. Wheeling St., Washington, PA  15301

S. Timothy Warco, 33°

Jeremiah’s
6:30 p.m.

Consol Energy Park
Washington, PA

Saturday, October 15                                                     

$30 per person

$240 table of eight 

WARCO MASONIC RECORD

Symbolic:  Washington Lodge No. 164 
Worshipful Master, 2000, 2001

Capitular:   Washington Royal Arch Chapter No. 150
High Priest, 2006

Cryptic: Washington Council No. 1 
Chivalric:   Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Pennsylvania

Grand Commander, 2010 - 2011

Jacques de Molay Commandery No. 3 
Eminent Commander, 2002

Pittsburgh Commandery No. 1
Scottish Rite: Valley of Pittsburgh

Commander-in-Chief, 2006 - 2008

Valley of Coudersport
Honorary Member Supreme Council Thirty-Third Degree

Other Masonic Organizations

Allied Masonic Degree – Mon Valley Council No. 330
Golden Triangle York Rite College No. 32
Grand College of Rites of the United States of America
Hiram’s Riders Motorcycle Club, Valley of Pittsburgh
Roland C. Fisher Mark Lodge No. 401
Royal Order of Jesters, Pittsburgh Court No. 2 
Royal Order of Scotland
Syria Shriners A.A.O.N.M.S.
Tall Cedars of Lebanon, Wa-Cha-Gree Forest No. 149
United States Premier Conclave, 

Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine

TICKET COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES

Please contact one of the Ticket Committee Sales Reps for
tickets or tables of eight (8) or use the coupon below.

Waynesburg Lodge 153 . . . . . . . . .Anthony Ross  . . . . . . . .724-255-5036

Washington Lodge 164  . . . . . . . . .Todd Lanch  . . . . . . . . . .724-250-7962

Beallsville Lodge 237  . . . . . . . . . .Richard McDaniel  . . . . .724-228-2644

Chartiers Lodge 297  . . . . . . . . . . .Thomas Gasmire . . . . . .724-223-9506

Claysville Lodge 447  . . . . . . . . . . .Thomas Brownlee . . . . .724-663-5833

Richard Vaux Lodge 454  . . . . . . . .James Anderson  . . . . . .724-947-3479

Valley Lodge 459  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barry Hixson  . . . . . . . . .724-366-3497

Sunset Lodge 623  . . . . . . . . . . . . .George Silvers . . . . . . . .724-222-1838

Commandery No. 3  . . . . . . . . . . . .Fred Junko  . . . . . . . . . .412-780-9171

Hiram’s Riders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rick Cross . . . . . . . . . . .724-350-5955

Syria Shrine .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert Addleman  . . . . .412-937-1436

Valley of Pittsburgh . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald Murphy  . . . . . . .412-939-3579

Washington/Greene AASR Club . . .Thomas Gasmire . . . . . .724-223-9506

Blue Knights/Red Knights . . . . . . .David Richards  . . . . . . .724-263-6218

Tribute Speaker

Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°
R. W. Grand Master of Masons in Pennsylvania

G

PLEASE!!
Inclose a stamped,

self-addressed
envelope for         

return of tickets.

Questions? 

Call Dave Richards 

724-263-6218
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Wow. . .It seems
like only yes-

terday I was asked to
serve as an officer of
the Valley of Pittsburgh
and now here I am the
Sovereign Prince. 

I would like to take a
moment to thank every-

one who has given me so much support
and guidance as I made this journey to
the East. The support of the Past Officers
of our Valley has been invaluable. It is
with great humility that I am privileged to
address the members of the Valley in this
capacity. 

I hope that everyone has enjoyed their
time off for the summer, but with the sum-
mer coming to a close, it means another
Scottish Rite year is upon us. This year
we have numerous events planned and I
hope that the members will come out to
support everything that the Valley is doing
to give back to each of its members. 

Again this year at each stated meeting,
we will have a delicious meal at 6:00 p.m.
for only $10 per person followed by out-
standing entertainment in our beautiful
auditorium. Please bring your wife or sig-
nificant other and show them what we are
all about. 

On the second Saturday in December,
we will again be hosting our Annual Chil-
dren’s Christmas party and all members
are encouraged to bring their kids, grand-
kids or even their neighbor’s kids. This
event will begin at 11:00 a.m. and will con-
tinue until approximately 1:00 p.m. We will
be “wowed” by magician T.J. Hill as our
entertainment and rumor has it that he
may attempt to make me disappear.
There will also be pizza, cookies, drinks,
clowns and of course Santa with presents
for all of the kids in attendance. Over the
past few years this event seems to be
growing and this may be the year that we
exceed 200 kids. 

This November will be our fall reunion
and I would encourage each member to
try and get a good mason to join our
ranks. 

As many of you already know, our “Lin-
coln Degree Team” has been hard at work
this year performing this membership pro-
gram at many lodges across our region

Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°

A Message from the

Sovereign  Prince

and it has had a great response. We
enjoy taking our work outside the Valley
and bringing it to potential members. Our
hope is that by spreading the word about
our ritual, social, and charitable aspects, it
will make your task of inviting your fellow
brothers to join that much easier.

I look forward to spending time with
everyone at the stated meetings and so-
cial events during this year. If I haven’t
had the opportunity to get to know you
please see me before or after the meet-
ings or at any one of the social events
and just say hello. The best part of this
journey is meeting so many great people
along the way. These friendships will be
treasured memories for the rest of my life-
time. 

Thanks again for the vote of confi-
dence as it is truly appreciated. Without
your support this journey would be impos-
sible.  v

Spes Mea In Deo Est

Halloween, celebrated each year
on October 31, is a mix of ancient

Celtic practices, Catholic and Roman reli-
gious rituals and European folk traditions
that blended together over time to create
the holiday we know today. 

Straddling the line between fall and
winter, plenty and paucity, and life and
death, Halloween is a time of celebration
and superstition. 

Halloween has long been thought of as
a day when the dead can return to the
earth, and ancient Celts would light bon-
fires and wear costumes to ward off these
roaming ghosts. The Celtic holiday of
Samhain, the Catholic Hallowmas period
of All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day and
the Roman festival of Feralia all influ-
enced the modern holiday of Halloween. 

In the 19th century, Halloween began
to lose its religious connotation, becoming
a more secular community-based chil-
dren's holiday. Although the superstitions
and beliefs surrounding Halloween may
have evolved over the years, as the days
grow shorter and the nights get colder,
people can still look forward to parades,
costumes and sweet treats to usher in the
winter season.

Historian Nicholas Rogers, exploring
the origins of Halloween, notes that while
"some folklorists have detected its origins
in the Roman feast of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruits and seeds, or in the festival
of the dead called Parentalia, it is more
typically linked to the Celtic festival of
Samhain, whose original spelling was
Samuin (pronounced sow-an or sow-in).”
The name of the festival historically kept
by the Gaels in the British isles is derived
from Old Irish and means roughly:
"summer's end.”  v

HALLOWEEN
A Time of  Celebration

and Superstition

Bro. David B.Firda, a member of the
Valley of Pittsburgh and Hiram’s

Riders Motorcycle Club has been se-
lected to replace Bro. Jeff A. Biddle, 33°
as District Deputy Grand Master of the
49th Masonic District. 

Bro. Firda was raised September 2002
in Youghiogheny Lodge No. 583. In 2005
he was Junior Warden, Senior Warden in
2006 and Worshipful Master in 2007 and
2008.   He joined Tall Cedars in 2008 and
Scottish Rite in 2009. 

He became a Noble in the Shrine this
past spring, 2011. 

Bro. Firda was interviewed at the June
Quarterly and will be installed as DDGM
of the 49th Masonic District on St. John's
Day, December 27, in Hershey, PA.

Bro. Firda is a Manager in Surgical
Services at Jefferson Regional Medical
Center where he has worked for 26
years. He is currently finishing his
Masters Degree in Hospital Administra-
tion this December 2011.

He and his wife, Cynthia, have been
married for 27 lovely years and have 3
daughters, Kristy, 25, twins Kelly and
Kerry, 21 years old. They live in Elizabeth
Twp.

Congratulations Bro. Firda and Best
Wishes in your new endeavor as District
Deputy Grand Master - from the Officers
and Members of Hiram’s Riders Motorcy-
cle Club of the Valley of Pittsburgh. v

New DDGM 
Announced for the

49th Masonic District

Proof of Membership in
the Masonic Fraternity can

be a membership card.

But proof that a man is a
Mason is displayed by
the life he lives and his

practice of the 
Masonic virtues.



Grand Master Thomas K. Stugeon rode in four Parades this Summer:

4th of July Parades in Oakdale and Canonsburg.  H
erita

ge Day

Festival in Oil C
ity & Little

 League Baseball P
arade in

Willia
msport. E

stim
ated exposure  of Freema-

sonry to the General Public: over

300,000 plus TV, Radio and

Newspaper.

Bro. Bob Amend  drove
the Grand Master in the
Canonsburg Parade.

Bros. James A. Young & William A. Young, both P.M.’s of John F. Laedlein Lodge No. 707 led
the Williamsport Little League Parade. 

In the 90° heat, Bro. Rick Cross had a difficult time keeping the
helium filled balloons on the Liberty float from exploding.

Bro. Paul Unglo sold Raffle Tickets along the parade route. Bro. Pete
Smolter, Patty Bliler and Diane Smolter were also on the sales team.

Summer in the Valley of Pittsburgh



Bro. Frank Howard III, W.M. of Chartiers Lodge
No. 297, helped carry the Grand Lodge Banner
in the Canonsburg 4th of July Parade.

KDKA TV’s Jon Burnett again
rode with Hiram’s Riders Ride
for Dyslexia.  Bro. Mark McNally,
President,  presented Jon, the
Clubs Honorary Ride Captain
with a plaque thanking him for
annually helping to bring atten-
tion to the Dyslexia challenge.   

Bros. James A. Young & William A. Young, both P.M.’s of John F. Laedlein Lodge No. 707 led
the Williamsport Little League Parade. 

In the 90° heat, Bro. Rick Cross had a difficult time keeping the
helium filled balloons on the Liberty float from exploding.

Bro. Paul Unglo sold Raffle Tickets along the parade route. Bro. Pete
Smolter, Patty Bliler and Diane Smolter were also on the sales team.

Bro. Robert Johnston received the Masonic Service Award (MSA) for
outstanding service to Freemasonry at Seven Springs.  Bros. Thomas K.
Sturgeon, 33°, Active for PA and William McCarrier, 33° Deputy for PA

made the presentation.

Potentate of Syria Shrine, Bro. George Polnar, 33° enjoyed a
day of fun and fraternalism at the Masonic Day festivities at
Kennywood Park on August 5.

Bros. Vito Urso, Wally Grossett & Fred Kugler enjoyed the Golf
outing at the Youghigheny Country Club in July.

Grand Lodge dignitaries included:  Bros. Jay Smith, Robert
Bateman, Raymond Dietz, Mark Haines, Ronald Aungst and
Dan Hinds.

. . . and on the Road with the Grand Master

Summer in the Valley of Pittsburgh
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Fall Reunion 2011
Friday and Saturday
November 18 and 19

Class Conferral Schedule 

Friday Evening

5:00 p.m.    Registration and Dinner

6:10 p.m. Welcome - Thrice Potent
Master - Declaration of
Principles - Communication
of 5th thru 10th Degrees
and 12th thru 13th

6:20 p.m.    4th Degree Ceremonial 
6:30 p.m.    4th Degree Allegory (DVD)
7:00 p.m.  11th Degree
8:30 p.m.  14th Degree

Saturday Morning

7:00 a.m.    Coffee and Donuts
8:00 a.m.  15th Degree
9:15 a.m.         Class Picture
9:30 a.m.  18th Degree

11:00 a.m.   25th Degree
12:00 noon        Lunch

Saturday Afternoon

1:00 p.m.   Speaker - Membership
Chairman                                                                                         

1:10 p.m.   Communication of 19th thru
24th Degrees and 27th thru
30th

1:20 p.m. 26th Degree             
Speaker-Secretary

2:45 p.m.  32nd Degree 
3:15 p.m.  31st Degree 

Speaker-Hospitaler
4:30 p.m.  Official Reception   
5:00 p.m.   Dinner

Greetings again
to all the Mem-

bership Committee
Members, namely the
entire Valley member-
ship, and I hope your

summer was enjoyable and relaxing,
aside from the heat!

Summer may be vacation time for
most, but for your Valley Membership
Team, they were hard at work preforming
the Lincoln Degree on an outdoor stage at
Monesson River Park.  The "America, the
Land I Love" event was conceived and
sponsored by the Masons of the Mon
Valley on July 30th.  Together with local
fire companies doing the battle of the bar-
rels, a DJ, a car cruise, plenty of food and
drink, the Rainbow Girls doing a presenta-
tion, Hiram’s Riders selling raffle tickets
for the benefit of children with dyslexia,
and our excellent little degree, this
Masonic community day event ended with
a bang.  A fireworks show that was a

blast!  Special thanks to James Staff,
W.M. of Tri-County Lodge No. 252, Denny
Gutierezz and others for inviting us and
doing Masonry proud for the Mon Valley.

If any of you have not seen the Lincoln
Degree preformed in a lodge room set-
ting, we have two scheduled in October
to date, so consult the current list and
come out and help promote Scottish Rite
Masonry.  We still have open dates in
October and November, and if any lodge
needs a fill in program, I will try to accom-
modate. 

The next challenge for membership is
the Fall Class in November, and as usual,
GET PETITIONS, GET PETITIONS &
GET PETITIONS!!  Did I mention that we
need to get petitions?  If your dedicated
membership team can spend their time,
money and nights out promoting Scottish
Rite Masonry, the rest of you could help
by signing up a Masonic buddy into our
Valley.  In the words of Larry the Cable
Guy..."Get er done!"

I thank you for enduring my nonsensi-
cal diatribe, which is almost as bad as Pat
Blackwell's basketball skills! v

MM   EE   MM   BB   EE   RR   SS   HH   II   PP
Donald W. Boehm, 32°
Membership Chairman

F         F           F         F         F        F       F          F       F

How to Schedule A Scottish Rite Program
Choose a Program - then e-mail or call to reserve a date.

The Nuts and Bolts of Scottish Rite Masonry

This lite and lively informational talk takes about 20 minutes and is done during your
lodge meeting.  Two members deliver a duel presentation of six talking points which are:
Officer Line Infrastructure, Stated Meetings, Reunions, Degrees, Social Events, and
Charities.  We keep it upbeat and moving, and encourage member interaction.

The Lincoln Degree

If a dramatic presentation is what you desire, then the former 26th degree of Scottish
Rite Masonry is right up your alley.  This decommissioned and declassified degree is
done at the end of your lodge meeting, and we turn your lodge room into an 1863 Civil
War setting.  Witness Lincoln as he interacts with an aide, a young southern boy, and his
wounded and dying brother who is a captured Confederate Officer.  This patriotic mini-
play highlights the bonds of Freemasonry, even during our nation's worst internal conflict,
and is suitable for family and friends, should you wish to make it an "Open House" night.

To schedule a program for your lodge, email us at:

aasrpghmembers@yahoo.com

Or contact Bro. Donald Murphy, 33°, Secretary of the Valley - 412-939-3579.

Scottish Rite Blue Lodge Program Schedule
10/12/11  Duquesne McKeesport Lodge No. 731  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
10/19/11  Crafton Guyasuta Lodge No. 513 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nuts and Bolts

“Translating the Lincoln Degree from the big stage to the floor of a Blue Lodge actually enhances
this intimate and introspective allegory.  It says volumes when young children sit quietly transfixed
as the drama of the Degree unfolds.” 

 – Devin Ross, P.M. Lodge No. 582



Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction - United States of America

To the Officers and Members of:

Gourgas Lodge of Perfection, 14°

Pennsylvania Council of Princes of Jerusalem, 16°

Pittsburgh Chapter of Rose Croix, 18°

Pennsylvania Consistory, S.
.
.P.

.
.R.

.
.S.

.
., 32°

SITTING IN THE VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA  15237-2700   •   412-939-3579   •   www.valleyofpittsburgh.org

I, the undersigned hereof, respectfully show that I am desirous of being admitted as a member of your honorable Bodies and request that I may be received among you, and that I will ever pray
for the prosperity and glory of the Fraternity and the welfare of the Brethren.  In making this application I promise on my word of honor that should I become a member of your honorable Bodies, I
subscribe to the following Oath of Fealty:

I, the undersigned, do herby promise on my word of honor, and swear true faith, allegiance, and fealty to the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third and Last
Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States of America, sitting at its Grand East in the City of Lexington, Massachusetts, and will
support and abide by its Constitutions, Orders and Decrees.  That I will hold allegiance to the said Supreme Council and be loyal thereto, as the supreme authority of the Rite; will hold illegal and spurious
every other Body that may be established within its jurisdiction, claiming to be a Supreme Council; and every other Body of said Rite within the same Jurisdiction that does not hold its powers from said
Supreme Council and will hold no communication  whatever in Scottish Rite Masonry with any member of the same nor allow him to visit any Body of the Rite of which I may be a member; and I will
dispense justice to my brethren according to the laws of equity and honor.

And should I violate this, my solemn vow and pledge, I consent to be expelled from Scottish Rite Masonry, and all rights therein and in any Body of the Rite, and be denounced to every Body of the
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite in the world as a traitor and forsworn.  And may God aid me to keep and perform the same.  Amen. 

When born                                 Place of birth                                                     Residing at                                                                                                   

Since                              Home Telephone (          )                                         E-Mail Address                                                                                                 

Immediately previous to above address, I resided at                                                                                                                                                                 

Occupation                                                                                             Employer                                                                                                                    

Business Address                                                                                                                       Business Telephone (           )                                                 

I have                          before petitioned for the degrees of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, and been rejected therein.  I received the Degree of Master

Mason in                                                   Lodge, No.               , F. & A.M., located at                                                                               on                           

I am now a member of                                                         Lodge, No.               , F. & A.M., located at                                                                                    

APPLICANT’S NAME IN FULL - NO INITIALS - NO ABBREVIATIONS (If you have no middle name, enter, NMN)

(Print)                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

First Name                                      Middle Name or Names                                             Last Name

Mailing Address                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Zip Code

(Sign)                                                                                                              (Date)                                        

WE HEREBY CERTIFY THAT WE HAVE EXAMINED THE CURRENT SYMBOLIC LODGE DUES CARD OF THE ABOVE PETITIONER

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Recommender Please Sign Name in Full                 Please print your name               Supreme Council No.          Lodge No.              Phone No. (area code)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Recommender Please Sign Name in Full                 Please print your name               Supreme Council No.          Lodge No.              Phone No. (area code)

Make check payable to the order of:

GOURGAS LODGE OF PERFECTION
ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED IN FULL

Lodge of Perfection 14°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, 16° . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30.00
Chapter of Rose Croix, 18°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30.00
Consistory, S.

.
.P.

.
.R.

.
.S.

.
., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   60.00

Total Fee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200.00

Valley of Pittsburgh Fall Reunion Class – November 18 and 19, 2011

(Month, Day, Year)                            (City, or Town, State or County)                                                              (Current Address)   

(City, or Town, State, Zip Code) 

(Area Code, Number)

(Give Title or Name of position or state nature of duties)                                                        (If retired give former employer’s name)

(Year)                                                            (Area Code, Number)  

Date                               

Method of Payment

Enclosed find:  Check [   ]    Cash [   ]     Bank Card [   ]    in the amount of $200.00.  

[  ] Visa   [  ] MC  [  ] AMEX  [  ] Discover. No.                                               Exp.                      



Purchase a ‘Masonic License Plate’
for your car.

(call 412-939-3579 for application)

Purchase a Proud to be
a Mason Lapel Pin – $5.00

(see page 21 for details)

Show You’re

Proud to be a Mason

Purchase a sheet of vinyl 3”
fade resistant ‘Car Badges’ -
six to a sheet in various colors. 

$10.00  

Purchase a Valley T-Shirt
all sizes available   – $14.00

Purchase a Valley
Golf Shirt all sizes
available   – $30.00

When ordering individually, add $2 for mailing. Save! Purchase Pin, Badges & T-Shirt
for $25 Incl postage. Send check payable to Valley of Pittsburgh, 3579 Masonic Way,
Pgh. PA  15237.  Questions?  412-939-3579.

Example
pictured

not to scale
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I want to congratulate

Brother Jeff Biddle for

a very successful year as

Most Wise Master and

being coroneted a 33rd

degree Mason.  

I thank the brethren for

this honor and opportunity

to serve the Valley of Pitts-

burgh.  I look forward to working with the other

officers during the 2011 - 2012 Scottish Rite

year.

Illustrious Brother Richard Rodibaugh, 33°,

chaired the Long Range Planning Committee

this past year comprised of second and third

line officers including Ill. Brother Donald Mur-

phy, 33° and some appointed officers.  Among

its accomplishments, the committee adopted a

program defining the duties and responsibilities

of pool officers through presiding officer, and

established an officer advancement evaluation

process.  These  administrative guidelines will

improve our ability and efficiency to serve the

Valley.  They are a key step in establishing a

solid foundation to build upon and prepare us

for the future.

Saturday, October 8, 2011 is the 8th Annual

Pittsburgh Walk-A-Thon to help children with

dyslexia.  Once again, the brethren are called

upon to support children battling this devastat-

ing disorder.  Our task is an easy one com-

pared to the burden of the children - we need

only to walk together, side by side, to raise

money.  Registration is at the Greater Pitts-

burgh Masonic Center, 3579 Masonic Way at

8:30 a.m.  The 5K (3.1 miles) walk will begin at

10:00 a.m.  

For more information, call Eric Cohen at

412-805-3742 or consult the website:

www.dyslexiawalk.org.  

Remember, everyone is welcome – so bring

your family and friends along for fun while

doing something special for the children.

Please help!

Brethren, I appreciate your cooperation in

submitting petitions for the fall reunion sched-

uled for November 18th (Friday evening) and

Saturday, November 19th.  Please do your part

and thank you for your dedication in helping

the Valley grow!   v

Spes Mea in Deo Est

Did You Know That Donations To The

Pittsburgh 

Children’s Dyslexia Center 

Are Income Tax Deductible?

Make Yours Today!
Make check payable to: Learning Center 

Mail to Valley of Pittsburgh, 3579 Masonic Way, Pgh, PA  15237

Message from the

Most Wise Master

A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32°
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Master Masons are all familiar with
the question.  “Are you a Master

Mason?”  They are equally familiar with
the answer.  “I am.”  There is nothing
wrong with the question; but the answer is
flawed, seriously so.

I am reasonably certain that most, if
not all of you, are thinking, “Now there is
a statement that needs some explaining!”
Since I do not disagree, let me try.

My Dad in the final years of his working
life was a master craftsman: a carpenter,
who made his living doing finish work on
very fine homes.  He did NOT do this at
the start of his career!

One day, when I was just a lad, I found
my Dad at the dining room table with
paper, pencil, and two books on carpen-
try.  I inquired as to why he was doing
what looked to me like a waste of time;
after all, he was already a carpenter.  His
answer was, “Son, I have to constantly
improve myself in the skills of my craft.”
At the time I did not think much of or
about that statement.  I distinctly recalled
it later in my life.

It was ten years later, I was a college
graduate, had a teaching certificate, and
a job to teach science.  It took about a
week on the job for me to realize that
while I had the title and, apparently, all the
rights and privileges thereunto appertain-
ing, I was NOT a teacher; nor was I cer-
tain I ever would become one.

It was probably five years later that I
began to think of myself as a teacher.  A
teacher who knew that if he was ever to
become a master craftsman, it would be
necessary to continually, unceasingly im-
prove himself in the useful skills needed
to help a child learn.

I do not believe that it is a great leap in
reasoning to suggest that the night a man
is raised he is not yet a Master Mason.
He has a way to travel that will be ex-
tremely interesting, beset with many chal-
lenges, and over a period of years he
may perchance meet, again and again,
with a gentle, awakening light.

Let’s make it clear, people who expect
to have a complex subject, like creation or
Freemasonry, explained from beginning to
end in three easy lessons are asking the
impossible!  Man IS limited, and we are
not given to overnight comprehension of
sublime mysteries.

We arrive at understanding in the usual
human way, stumbling and bumbling
along.  But, hope is given to us!  A seed

can spend a long time in the darkness be-
fore pushing shoots through the barrier of
the soil and then into the light.

We, too, spend time in the darkness,
but with time, patience, and perseverance
we can gain the light.  In this search we
will meet barriers that must be passed.
As Masons we learn that everything that
pushes us toward the light – service to
others, love, fortitude, truth – must ulti-
mately lead to conquering the barriers of
pride, prejudice, ignorance, and supersti-
tion.

What does our ritual have to say?
The power within our ritual is found in

the inevitable growth and fruitfulness that
comes to the man who ponders those
words; opens his heart to the life chang-
ing possibilities of those words.  I have
come to believe that once in a while there
will come a man whose eyes will brighten
with a vision upon hearing those words;
and he will change other men’s lives by

Are You A Master Mason?  I Am But. . .
by Vern Wertz, 33°

Continued on page 23

sharing, by teaching the hidden beauty,
the hidden meaning of those words.

In the prayer used at initiation we hear,
“Grant that this candidate may dedicate
his life. . .”  In the apron lecture a Brother
is told that, “It is yours, yours to wear
throughout an honorable life. . .”  Both of
these indicate that Freemasonry is a jour-
ney of a lifetime!

In the Fellowcraft we learn that
Freemasonry is a progressive science,
and that we are progressing therein.  Pro-
gressive as used here, implies a step-by-
step process; and that of necessity means
over a period of time.

In the Master Mason we are told that
we have received or are about to receive
everything that can be conferred on us.
While the Master does not say it, it is
clear to me there MUST be rights and
benefits to be gained after the conferral.
That means at a later date; and that, once
again, means the passing of time, the
lapse of years.  Every Master has the duty
to help his Brethren utilize that time and

W. PA Masons Receive 33° in Chicago

Eight Western Pennsylvania Scottish
Rite Masons, representating five

Valleys received the 33rd Degree at the
Supreme Council annual meeting in
Chicago on August 30.  

Pictured:  From the Valley of Pittsburgh
(seated) are Ill. George W. Polnar, 33°,
Ill. Jeff A. Biddle, 33° and Ill. Harvey E.
Gumto, 33°.  

From the Valley of Erie (standing) are
Ill. Frank P. Ferraro, 33°, and Ill. Robert D.
Gornall, Sr., 33°.  

From the Valley of New Castle are:  Ill.
William  K. Martin, 33°, and Ill. Keith E.
Parkinson, 33°.  

From the Valley of Coudersport and Oil
City is:  Ill. Basil D. Huffman, 33°   

It was announced at the meeting that
Ill. Russell W. Baker, 33°, became the new
Deputy for Pennsylvania with the retire-
ment of Ill. William L. Mc Carrier, 33° who
will remain as an Active Member.

Receiving the 33rd degree next August
in Cleveland, OH are:  Emery D. Anden,
Jr., Donald W. Boehm, John R. Corey,
Thomas W. Fodor, Bruce A. Robinson,
Howard T. Silbaugh, James E. Toward,
Paul E. Burd, III, Steve P. Leskinen, Timo-
thy L. Shumar, and Gerald R. Solomon.  v



FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

Enjoy It Monthly!

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

Last Saturday of the Month
(except December)

$6.00 per person

Hosted by the Valley of Pittsburgh

Served by Ohio Valley Rainbow Girls

Steel City Chapter Order of Demolay

Dennis J. Snedden, 32°                                          Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation

Masonry teaches that King
Solomon, along with the other

two Grand Masters, completed the Temple
at Jerusalem, thereby cementing their
place in Judeo Christian and Masonic
history.  We, as Free and Accepted
Masons, venerate the story and legacy
left to us by Solomon and his workers.
However, as many Masons know, there is
another character of singular importance -
that of Zerubbabel.  It was Zerubbabel
who, according to Biblical interpretation,
led the rebuilding of the Temple, keeping
the dream of Solomon alive.  He is often
regarded as a builder and visonary, having
taken up the banner that Solomon left
behind.

Masonry has its Solomons - those
people who have built Masonic organiza-
tions from the ground up, men like Walter
Fleming and William Florence, who
started what would become Shriners
International, or J. Raymond Shute, who
brought several Masonic organizations to
America from England.  The average
Mason, however, is rarely in a position to

build a brand new organization.  It takes
rare individuals to have the drive for build-
ing, as was displayed by King Solomon.

That is when we look to Zerubbabel,
the rebuilder.  Many communities around
our Commonwealth have previously had
Masonic Youth Groups.  Evidence of their
presence remains buried in closets, with
costumes, regalia, and supplies.  This is
not all that dissimilar from the way Zerub-
babel found the remains of the Temple.
He saw a worn down edifice that he knew
deserved far better.  Now, YOU can be a
modern Zerubbabel.  All you need to do is
look to the Masonic Youth Groups for a
legacy that can be built for generations to
come.

Have you considered working to re-
open a Masonic Youth Group in your
area?  The Temple of our Youth is ready
for another generation; it just needs a
Zerubbabel to lead the way.  v

Courtesy of the Pennsylvlania Masonic
Youth Foundation of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania.

The W. PA Masonic Youth go lots of
places, do lots of things and have

a lot of fun. Autumn Day at the Masonic
Village at Elizabethtown was a perfect
example.

Here is a sampling of the day’s activi-
ties. The Youth volunteered at the Nursing
Home escorting all those in wheelchairs
through various Autumn Day booths of
their own. Many donated blood for the first
time at the Masonic Blood Drive. 

Activities for all the attending children
included DeMolays wearing an oversized
Jacques DeMolay head to attract and hold
their attention at their booth. 

Job’s Daughters had princess picture
coloring books set up and young girls got
to wear a crown and cape and get their
picture taken and printed out. 

Rainbow had tiara and crown making
for the little girls and boys. These activities
gave Moms and Dads the opportunity to
get their questions answered about who
each youth group is, what they stand for,
find out what they do and the specific
charities each supports.

Job’s Daughters charity is the HIKE
Fund and they raise money to purchase
hearing aids for kids. 

PA DeMolay’s state charity is the Scot-
tish Rite’s Children’s Dyslexia Centers. 

PA Rainbow’s state charity is My Stuff
Bag for displaced kids. 

In addition, the Grand Worthy Advisor’s
charity project is to raise awareness and
funds for the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation.

Western PA Masonic Youth working
with Masonic Youth from across and
around the state were: Lauren Nace, Miss
Job’s Daughter, of Bethel #21 in Butler;
Rainbow was represented by Pitcairn As-
sembly (Pitcairn, PA) and Hope Assembly
(Elizabeth, PA); and the Deputy State
Master Councilor of DeMolay, Alex
Rauschenberger of Lorraine DeMolay
Chapter in Butler.

As Masons, we can all be very proud of
the work done and the example set by our
Western PA Masonic Youth.  v
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Wanted:  Modern Day Zerubbabel Where are they Now?

Zerubbabel displays a plan of Jerusalem to
Cyrus the Great

YOUTH                      NEWSYOUTH                      NEWS

Youth Group Web Sites
PA Youth Foundation  . .www.pmyf.org
Job’s Daughters . . . . .www.paiojd.org
Rainbow  . . . . . .www.rainbowgirls.org
DeMolay . . . . . . .www.pademolay.org



Calendar of  Events for 2011-2012
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Autumn Day 

PICTURES
October 2011

06 - Oktoberfest, GPMC
08 - Walk for Dyslexia, GPMC
15 - Tim Warco Tribute Dinner, Jeremiah’s, Washington, PA
29 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

November 2011

03 - SCOTTISH RITE STATED MEETING, GPMC
05 - Valley of Uniontown Degrees
06 - Daylight Saving Time ends
18, 19 - Scottish Rite Fall Reunion, GPMC
26 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

December 2011

03 - Valley of Pittsburgh Christmas Luncheon Party
07 - Grand Lodge Quarterly, Philadelphia, PA
10 - Valley of Pittsburgh Children’s Christmas Party, GPMC
14 - Masonic Veterans of Western PA
17 - Hiram’s Riders Christmas Luncheon Party
27 - Grand Lodge Annual Meeting, Hershey, PA

January 2012

08 - 15 SCOTTISH RITE CRUISE
28 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

February 2012

02 - SCOTTISH RITE STATED MEETING, GPMC  
05 - Scottish Rite/Grotto Super Bowl Party, GPMC
24 - Grotto Lenten Fish Fry Dinner, GPMC
25 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

March 2012

02, 09,16, 23, 30 - Grotto Lenten Fish Fry Dinner, GPMC
11 - Daylight Savings Time Begins
31 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

April 2012

01 - “The Story of the Crucifixion”  GPMC
05 - SCOTTISH RITE STATED MEETING, GPMC
06 - Grotto Lenten Fish Fry Dinner, GPMC
08 - Easter Sunday
20, 21 - Spring Class, GPMC
28 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

May 2012

26 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC   
27 - Hiram’s Riders Ride for Dyslexia

June 2012

07 - SCOTTISH RITE STATED MEETING, GPMC
11 - Valley of Pittsburgh Golf Tournament
30 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

July 2012

07 - SCOTTISH RITE STATED MEETING, GPMC
28 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC
29 - Washington Lodge 164/Blue Knights Ride for Charity

GPMC - Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

Schedule updated monthly: www.valleyofpittsburgh.org



ACCOUNTING & TAXATION
Richard A. Reynolds, CPA            412-795-4194
www.RichReynoldsCPA.Com

ADVERTISING SPECIALITIES
   Grimes Advertising                       412-921-1325
   Eddie Grimes

AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE
Ross & Ross, Ltd.                             804-516-4602
   Allen W. Ross                           www.rnr2insure.us

ATTORNEYS
   Ecker, Ecker & Ecker                    412-261-4444
   All Cases

Robert X. Medonis & Associates
   Wills, Estates, Litigation                  412-531-3131

   

AUCTION SERVICES
   Johnson Auction Service             724-457-1100
   Mark K. Giles                   147 Flaugherty Run Rd.

AUTOMOTIVE

Flynn’s Tire & Auto Service          724-346-3701
18 Locations                         www.FlynnsTire.Com

   W. L. Davison Forensic Services
Since 1986                                     724-625-6210

BUILDING MAINTENANCE
   Golon Masonry Restoration, Inc. 412-885-6061
   Joseph J. Golon              golonmas@comcast.net

CATERING
   Mary Anne’s                                   412-331-2322
   Mary Anne                                                             

Hudson’s Catering                      724-4438-2025
   Richard Hudson      www.UniontownCatering.com

Party Line Catering                       412-882-7110
   Brian Meador                                                         

FINANCIAL PLANNING
   Daley & Associates                       724-926-8588
   John T. Daley                    www.daleyplanning.net

FLORAL SERVICES
   Wallace Floral Shoppe                  412-381-1000
   Chuck Wallace

FUNERAL SERVICE
Jefferson Memorial Cemetery & Funeral Home

Pleasant Hills                              412-655-4500

George Irvin Green Funeral Home 
Munhall, West Mifflin                     412-461-6394

Slater Funeral Homes                     412-563-2800
   Mt. Washington, Scott Twp., Bethel Park

Warco-Falvo Funeral Home            724-225-1500
   Tim Warco, Washington, PA

Young Funeral Home Ltd               724-283-3333
William F. Young, Jr.,  Butler, PA

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Bergfelt Heating, Cooling & Remodeling 

Bro. Eric Bergfelt, Sr.              412-761-5774

Ralph Dankmyer, Inc.                       412-431-5326
   Installation & Service                       412-600-7070

HOME BUILDERS & REMODELERS
   Rick Cross                                     724-267-4885

Custom Homes, Masonry, Driveways

Unglo Construction LLC               412-977-8924
Building, Renovation & Remodeling PA069933

INSURANCE
Colonial-Fleming Insurance, Inc.

Michael Misour                                724-274-6333

Doege Insurance Agency, Inc.
Buzz Doege                                     412-351-8820

INSURANCE (Commercial)
Robert E. Niebel, CPCU, ARM   412-395-4036
Tucker, Johnston & Smelzer, Inc.

JEWELER
Werner Jewelers  Since 1969        412-367-2336
Pines Plaza Shopping Center

LANDSCAPING
   Alex Landscaping                         724-327-2539
   Alex Walters          alexlandscaping@comcast.net
MACHINE SHOP
   Johnston Machine Works, Inc.                           
   Bob Johnston                                  724-695-7730

MEN’S CLOTHING & FORMALWEAR
   Chilbert & Co. Formalwear & More                    
   Ray Petronio                                   412-264-3700

MOTORCOACH TRANSPORTATION
   Budget Charters                            724-246-1982
   Gary F. Shimshock

MOTORCYCLE DEALERS
   Three Rivers Harley-Davidson
   George Gatto                                  412-487-3377

PHOTOGRAPHY
    Bob Binnie                                     412-298-3568
    www.bobbinnie.com     binniephoto@mac.com

PLUMBING
   McCarrison Plumbing Co.            412-795-2529
   Ronald L. McCarrison

PRINTING

   Unity Printing                                 724-537-5800
   Jay Ernette                         www.unityprinting.com

REALTOR
   Harry Anderson - Northwood       412-487-3200
                                  HAnderson@Northwood.com
SIGNS                                                   QuickSigns
Quicksigns33@verizon.net                                    
   Coraopolis, Pa                                 412-269-9753

STEEL BUILDINGS
   Bennett Buildings Inc.               1-888-827-8335
   Bob Bennett                bennettbuildings@aol.com

TOWING
   Marchand Auto Service’s             724-222-2580
   24 Hr. Towing & Recovery

TRAILERS
   Barnyard Trailer Sales                                         

Gregg Wilson                                   724-438-7658

TRUCKING
   Bee Mac Trucking                      1-800-282-8781

Rick Macklin

VIDEO SECURITY
   Enterprise Video Systems            724-940-2333

Tim Heeter                     www.evideosystems.com

VIDEOGRAPHY SERVICE
   The Perfect Image                      1-866-438-5146

Gregory S. Wilson             PerfectImageDVD.com

Support Your Valley of
Pittsburgh Masonic 

Advertisers

Valley of  Pittsburgh Masonic Services Directory
V

a
ll

ey of Pittsburg
h

Spes Mea In Deo Est

“The Valley of Pittsburgh Masonic Services Directory’s advertisers subscribe
to providing high quality customer service, delivered with a sense of warmth,
friendliness, individual pride, respect, honesty, and fraternal spirit.”

Certified Home Remodelers
Bob Bruno                              412-276-7757

Windows  -  Siding  -  Roofing

Basement Remodeling

Automatic Tarps for Dump Trucks & Flatbeds
   Truck Tarpaulin Systems

Digital Sign Printing, all sizes                          

   Large Vinyl Signs & Banners

Flatbeds: 8’ to 24’ Aluminum                            

   Aluminum Flatbed Truck Bodies

Vince Merlot        •       1-800-443-8277
10 Plum St.      Verona, PA  15147

MASONIC SERVICES DIRECTORY

- Advertising Insertion Order Form -

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $                            for insertions as

indicated below.    2 line listing ($40.00 - 4 issues)

1st Line                                                                                                                      

2nd Line                                                                                                                     

Heading requested                                                                                                    

Business or Service name                                                                                        

Address                                                                            Phone                                

City                                                           State            Zip                                     

FOR OFFICE
USE

West & Associates, P.C.

C. Arthur West III, Attorney at Law

Ph. 412-486-2800

Website: www.west-legal.com

Real Estate, Personal Injury, Estates

Mail to:  The Rite News, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA  15237
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I’m Proud 

To Be A

Mason
. . . a member of one of

the oldest and largest frater-
nities for men in the world. 

The square and compass
badge that I wear has for
centuries been recognized
throughout the world as a
symbol of truth, morality
and brotherly love. . . virtues
that masons strive to exem-
plify throughout their lives.

H H H

Would you like to have
one of these pins to proudly
wear on your lapel or pres-
ent as a gift?  If so, please
send a check (payable to
Hiram’s Riders) in the
amount of $5.00 each to
cover the cost of the pin,
and mailing charges.

These beautiful pins make
great presents for Lodges to
present to new candidates.  

Please send to: 
Proud to be a Mason 
Valley of Pittsburgh 
3579 Masonic Way 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Questions? 412-683-0359
or  dwr47@verizon.net. v
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Zack Barth, son of
Hiram’s Riders Rob
Barth was recognized
by the Grand Master
for his becoming a
2nd Degree Black
Belt in Tackwondo
and winning the 2010
Ohio Triple State
Championship (Ex-
treme Martial Arts,

Weapons & Forms).  Zack promised the Grand
Master that he would not hurt him.

Summer in the Valley of  Pittsburgh

Hiram’s Riders sponsored a Picnic with the Grand Master

Hiram’s Riders presented Grand Master Thomas
K. Sturgeon with a $1,000 check for Grand Lodge
Charities at the annual Picnic With the Grand
Master held at the Masonic Village in Sewickley
on August 20.  Over 75 persons were in atten-
dance. Pictured with the Grand Master (l-r) Bros.
Rick Cross, Past President, Mark Bliler, Past
President and Paul Kauffman, Vice President.

The New Castle Widows Sons (kneeling) Kevin
Thompson, Fred Hanyo (standing) Jeremy Sumney,
Shane Connor, GM Sturgeon, Mark Dinus, and
Ray Zeker also attended the Picnic With the Grand
Master.

Members in attendance: (kneeling) David Firda, Brendan Depto, Pete Smolter, Rick Cross, Mark
Bliler, Rob Barth. (standing) Howard Flynn, Bruce Baumgartner, Ralph Gronlund, Paul Seufert, Wayne
Ludwick, Paul Kauffman, GM Sturgeon, Howard Creese, Dick Stemmler, Bill Roberts.  

Grand Masters 3 – What would a picnic 
be without Grand Master Thomas Sturgeon
(center) and R.W. Past Grand Masters Samuel
Williamson (left) and Past Grand Master Jay
Ernette (right).

Hiram’s Riders extends Congratulations and
Best Wishes to the Valley Presiding Officers for
the 2011 - 2012 Scottish Rite year. 



MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

Enclosed is my check payable to Hiram’s Riders in the amount of:    

$                                for                reservations.

Name                                                                                                     

Name                                                                                                     

Phone  (            )                                    Information - 412-683-0359

E-Mail                                                                                                        

Mail to:  Hiram’s Riders, GPMC, 3579 Masonic Way, Pgh. PA 15237

Saturday, December 17

Fellowship Hour:  11:00

Lunch:  12:00 noon

H Surf & Turf (8oz Filet Mignon & Shrimp)

H Officer Change of Watch H Awards

ALL MASONS & FRIENDS WELCOME!

Christmas
Luncheon

Shannopin 
Country Club

Windmere Road, Ben Avon Heights

1.                                                                                                  

2.                                                                                                  

3.                                                                                                  

4.                                                                                                    

5.                                                                                                 

6.                                                                                                  

7.                                                                                                  

8.                                                                                                  

Children’s
Christmas Party

Saturday, December 10

Hiram’s Riders
Christmas Luncheon

$25
per

person

$25
per

person

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON RESV. FORM

Enclosed is my check payable to Lodge of Perfection in the

amount of $                            for                    reservations for

the annual Christmas Luncheon at Shannopin Country Club.

Name                                                                                           

Phone  (       )                        For info. call 412-939-3579

Entree Choices:                Fowl                Fish                 Beef

Note: If you desire to sit with a particular party, please include

their name/s with your Reservation.  [   ] check if table of 8

Mail to:  GPMC, 3579 Masonic Way, Pgh. PA 15237      

11:00 a.m.

Cookies        H Soft Drinks    

Photos with Santa      H Gift for each Child

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

Entertainment by Magician TJ Hill
A FREE Children’s Party for Scottish Rite Masons & Guests

sponsored by the Valley of Pittsburgh

Hosted by Pennsylvania Council Princes of Jerusalem

Robert E. Holderbaum Jr., 32°, Sovereign Prince
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Christmas in                    the Valley

Grants Grill & Lounge
Grant St. Millvale
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Holiday Entertainment
Assigned Seating

(tables of 8 available)

Please List Guests (first & last name)

d     d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    

d     d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    d    

Saturday, December 3

Social Hour 11:00 a.m.  H  Door Prizes

Choice of Entree:

Lemon Chicken    H  Orange Roughy, English Style

Roast Beef, Bordelaise Sauce  



VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH OFFICERS

August 1, 2011 - July 31, 2012

GOURGAS LODGE OF PERFECTION 14°

Douglas L. Heinz, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thrice Potent Master
Jonathan D. Ballinger, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deputy Master
D. Todd Ballenger, 32°.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senior Warden
Robert J. Lorenz, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Junior Warden
Paul J. Roup, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Orator
Sam H. Jessee, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
Robert B. Ruff, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL PRINCES OF JERUSALEM 16°

Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sovereign Prince
Eric K. Cohen, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High Priest
Gerald A. Sutherland, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senior Warden
Austin R. Shifrin, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Junior Warden
Larry D. Horath, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
William J. Wiker, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Entrances

PITTSBURGH CHAPTER OF ROSE CROIX 18°

A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Most Wise Master
Jeffrey M. Wonderling, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senior Warden
Arthur F. McGuiggan, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Junior Warden
Robert F. Dunkle, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Orator
Rodney E. Boyce, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
Eugene F. Hlavac, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard

PENNSYLVANIA CONSISTORY 32°

John A. Habel, Jr., 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Commander-in-Chief
Richard A. Rodibaugh, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st. Lt. Commander
Donald W. Boehm, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2nd Lt. Commander
James C. Mayes, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Orator
Erastus Z. Allen, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chancellor
Robert J. Slater, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
Robert B. Malwitz, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Engineer & Seneschal
Joseph G. Whitaker, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Standard Bearer
Shawn P. Lang, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard

D. William Roberts, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer
Donald M. Murphy, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary
Vito A. Urso, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hospitaler
Dennis R. Johnston, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tiler
Donald E. Sauer, 33°, Michael Riley, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Masonic Fund 
Charles M. Bombich, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Society Representatives

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

John A. Habel, Jr., 33°, Chairman
Jonathan D. Ballinger, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald W. Boehm, 32°              
Eric K. Cohen, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Douglas L. Heinz, 32°
Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A. William Kiehl, 32°
Donald M. Murphy, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .D. William Roberts, 33°
Richard A. Rodibaugh, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeffrey M. Wonderling, 33°
David S. Kielman, 33°, Trustee  . . . .Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, Active

TRUSTEES

David S. Kielman, 33°, Chairman
Stephen A. George, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John A. Habel, Jr., 33° 
Douglas L. Heinz, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°
Dennis R. Johnston, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32° 
Robert Mellon, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald M. Murphy, 33°
D. William Roberts, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vito A. Urso, 33°

William E. Weigand, 33°  

TRUSTEES EMERITUS

Donald H. Coester, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charles W. Doege, Jr., 33°
Robert E. Dunkelman, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . .William J. Ebertshauser, 33°
Edward H. Fowler, Jr., 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert R. Havers, Sr., 33°
John W. Hisiro, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Albert L. Kappeler, Jr., 33°
Walter L. Sykes, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald E. Sauer, 33°

Kurt R. Tesche, 33°

SECRETARY EMERITUS

Elwood R. Schultise, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .David S. Kielman, 33°

ALLEGIANCE

The bodies of the Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of Pittsburgh, State
of Pennsylvania, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme
Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the
Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction of the United States of America whose
Grand East is in Lexington, Massachusetts, and whose Officers are:
Ill...John Wm. McNaughton, 33°, Sovereign Grand Commander,
Ill...Russell W. Baker, 33°, Deputy for Pennsylvania. Other Active mem-
bers of the State of Pennsylvania are: Ill...C. DeForrest Trexler, 33°,
Ill...Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, Ill...William L. McCarrier, 33°, and
Ill...Jeffrey W. Coy, 33°. 
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Remember!

At 2:00 a.m. on Sunday

November 6, 2011

Daylight Savings

Time Ends.

translate our ritual into something
life changing.

Yes, I know that Freemasonry is
fundamentally a thing of the individ-
ual and a man’s growth largely de-
pends on his own search for light.
But he can use some help!  That
help comes from his Master and
those Brothers who are willing to
share what they have learned on
their journey.  Brothers who have
buried the bitter ashes of pes-
simism and by both word and deed
seek to share the real value found
in words like truth, honor, and forti-
tude.  Thus it is wit and wisdom of
our Brothers that will be the lamp
unto our feet.  That lamp which
lights our way as we move progres-
sively forward by the force of a his-
torical, a shared wisdom.  A wisdom
that was gained over time; the shar-
ing of it, the accepting of it, not sur-
prisingly, takes time.

In some ways ours is a strange
Brotherhood!  We walk a common
road but we do not arrive at a com-
mon destination.  This should sur-
prise no one as we bring with us
quite different life experiences, dif-
ferent educations, different needs
and desires.  I believe that the free-
dom to pursue and discover the
light of Freemasonry based on our
own interests, our own needs, and
our own talents is the great strength
of Freemasonry, a strength that
unites men together with the ce-
ment of Brotherly love and affection.
Men who would, otherwise, forever
be at an inseparable distance.

One of the things that unites
them is their searching, questing
minds; minds that do not reluctantly
hunker down in the face of chal-
lenge, or of change.  We have, but
do not really need, the minds of tra-
ditionalists blind to any good in
change and innovators who are so
eager for change that they miss the

value, the beauty to be found in
tradition.

We have, and really need, minds
that understand one of the funda-
mental laws of nature decrees that
those living things that cannot
change, cannot adapt, become ex-
tinct.  This law is absolutely applica-
ble to human institutions!  In the
face of that, we must never surren-
der our will to the fear of innovation
or the comfort of tradition.

If it seems like there is confusion
in the temple, do not worry.  There
is refuge in the fact that Freema-
sonry can change, can adapt; it
may do it slowly and over time, but
it does do it.  I think it does it be-
cause of all those good men strug-
gling to become Master Masons.

Thus through the succession of
the ages are transmitted, unim-
paired, those most excellent tenets
that lead good men to become bet-
ter men, masters of their craft.  And
the glory, the joy of it all is that each
Brother can walk his own pathway,
develop his own understandings,
and give his own meaning to all that
is contained in our ritual.  In this
way he becomes a part of that mag-
nificent whole, that glorious creation
that is Freemasonry.

I do not believe in a wasteful cre-
ator or a diffuse, confused creation!
At the root of every controlling force
in nature are immutable laws of
unity and harmony.  If Freemasonry
teaches a man anything, it is the
necessity to seek such unity and
harmony in his own life.  Who can
doubt that trying to live a harmo-
nious, rational life; trying to make a
life of service to God and man; try-
ing to gain and share the light of
Freemasonry is, happily in my opin-
ion, a journey of a lifetime.

So, the next time you hear that
famous question, I hope you will
smile to yourself, and silently say, “I
am working on it!”  v

Bro. Vern Wertz is a Past Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Oregon.
A long time Masonic Lecturer and
writer; his words have always brought
the meaning and value of Freema-
sonry to Masons everywhere.
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VALLEY O
F PITTSBURGH CRUISE

Your Home Away From Home
January 8  - 15, 2012

Aboard Carnival’s Glory

Cruising from Miami to: 

Cozumel, Belize, Isla Roatan & Grand Cayman

CRUISE ONLY RATES

Inside Cabin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $661.00 per person

Outside Cabin  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$761.00 per person

Balcony  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $931.00 per person

Rates include all port charges, fees and taxes.  No air or transfers are included in the
above rates.  Air available in August. Deposit: $250 per person with final payment
due October 10, 2011.  A valid passport is necessary for travel.

To make reservations, call All Seasons Travel and ask for: 

The Valley of Pittsburgh Caribbean Cruise.  800-435-1077 or 724-483-7989

Rates based on two persons a cabin.  Prices subject to change.  Book Now!

BOOK
NOW!

BOOK

NOW!
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